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The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) aims to substantially enhance the level of 
infrastructure and economic development across BRI countries. Financing BRI 
requires the participation of both public and private investors. Embedding the 
principles of sustainable development across all asset classes, financial products, 
project phases and participating institutions is critical for the shared interest of 
project developers, sponsors, investors, and host communities.

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) aims to substantially enhance the level of 
infrastructure and economic development across BRI countries. Financing BRI requires 
the participation of both public and private investors. Embedding the principles of 
sustainable development across all asset classes, financial products, project phases and 
participating institutions is critical for the shared interest of project developers, 
sponsors, investors, and host communities.

BRI projects will have a significant impact on the environment, climate and host 
communities. Similarly, climate (including physical and transition risk), environmental 
and social issues, could have a significant impact on BRI projects. These Green 
Investment Principles are designed to align capital with the Paris Agreement on Climate 
Changeand the Sustainable Development Goals, to deliver the shared vision of 
inclusive, sustainable, resilient prosperity.

The Green Finance Committee of China Society for Finance and Banking and the City of 
London Green Finance Initiative have jointly taken the lead to develop this set of Green 
Investment Principles (GIP), with participation by the UN Principles for Responsible 
LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΣ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ .ŀƴƪƛƴƎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ .Ŝƭǘ ϧ wƻŀŘ .ŀƴƪŜǊǎΩ wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜΣ DǊŜŜƴ .Ŝƭǘ 
and Road Investors Alliance, World Economic Forum, and the Paulson Institute.

Guidance

¢Ƙƛǎ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ΨDǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ 
LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎΩΦ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ GIP Guidance and Additional Guidance aim to 
provide banks and other financial institutions with a high-level overview of the 
expectations of GIP signatories. They are designed to both:

Å Guide institutions for which these are the first sustainable finance principles they 
are signing, by providing high-level guidance which sets out the main elements of 
good practice which could be expected based on other similar international 
principles and standards;

Å Guide institutions who are signatories to other sustainable finance principles and/or 
standards so they understand points of alignment and difference in signing, 
implementing and reporting against the Belt and Road Green Investment Principles 
(GIP).

Additional Guidance: Mapping the Green Investment Principles to International 
Standards and Initiatives

There are a number of internationally recognised sustainable investment and finance 
principles and standards. This Additional Guidance compares the GIP to the following six 
sets of principles and standards, comprising the most significant, relevant international 
norms applicable to the BRI: 

ω UN Principles for Responsible Investment (UN PRI);

ω Equator Principles;

ω UNEP Principles for Responsible Banking;

ω Task Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures (TCFD);

ω Global Infrastructure Basel (GIB);

ω Global Reporting Initiative standards (GRI).  

Banks and other financial institutions which have already embraced some or all of the 
above principles and standards ςhaving integrated environmental, social and 
governance considerations into their governance, strategy, planning, enterprise risk 
management framework, investment and financing, systems and reporting ςcan cross-
refer to reporting under those principles where relevant, providing additional 
disclosures only as necessary for investment and/or financing of BRI projects.  

I N T R O D U C T I O N

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
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Principle 1 andPrinciple 2 are designed to encourage 
signatories to incorporate sustainability and ESG factors 
into corporate strategies and management systems, 
aiming to call for systematic implementation starting 
from the highest level and throughout the whole 
organization whenever possible.

O V E R V I E W  O F  B R I  G R E E N  I N V E S T M E N T  
P R I N C I P L E S

Principle 3andPrinciple 4focus on communication with 
stakeholders at the operational level. Specific measures 
that signatories could take to contain environmental and 
social risks include environmental risk analysis, 
information sharing and conflict resolution mechanisms. 

Principles 5 to 7 are set to encourage signatories to 
utilize cutting-edge green financial instruments and 
green supply chain practices, and to improve 
organizational capacity through knowledge sharing and 
collective actions.

2. Understanding Environmental, Social 
and Governance Risks

4. Enhancing communication 
with stakeholders

6. Adopting green supply 
chain management

1. Embedding sustainability 
into corporate governance

3. Disclosing environmental information 5. Utilising green 
financial instruments

7. Building capacity through 
collective action



1 .0 E M B E D D I N G  S U STA I N A B I L I T Y  
I N TO  CO R P O R AT E  G OV E R N A N C E

We will embed sustainability into our corporate strategy and organizational culture. Our boards and senior 

management will exercise oversight of sustainability-related risks and opportunities, set up robust systems, 

designate competent personnel, and maintain acute awareness of potential impacts of our investments and 

operations on climate, environment and society in the B&R region.






























































